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seating in relation to posture and writing, and personal hygiene, including 
tonsils, adenoids, eyes, and ears, is dealt with in such a manner as to be of the 
greatest value to teachers. This may be said also of the presentation of the 
subject of infectious diseases, which is in every way up to date. The material 
on school buildings and grounds is excellent so far as it goes. In short, this is 
one of the ablest of the briefer books on school hygiene that has been given to 
the public. 

Josephine Young 
University of Chicago 



A Practical Algebra for Beginners. By Thirmtjthis A. Brookman. 

New York: Scribner, 191 5. Pp. xvii+322. 

The values of a high-school subject determine largely whether or not that 
subject should be entitled to a place in the curriculum. Teachers of secondary 
mathematics will be interested in a textbook which aims to make a close con- 
nection between the principles of elementary algebra and their applications in 
daily life. This book contains five short chapters on applied problems, such 
as algebra used in mensuration, similar right triangles used in measurement, 
inverse proportion in belted pulleys, graphs of statistics and equations, formulae 
concerning bolts and screws, horse-power of locomotives, etc. 

The author has aimed to write a book for "the pupils' sake" and to lower 
the "unduly heavy mortality in elementary algebra by three lines of emphasis — 
the inductive method, the union with geometry, and the use of the applied 
problem." The amount of algebra is equivalent to what is ordinarily covered 
in one year, including quadratic equations in one unknown. In addition to 
this it contains a chapter on the laws of exponents. 

E. R. Breslich 

University of Chicago 



Dante: How to Know Him. By Alfred M. Brooks. Indianapolis: 
Bobbs-Merrill Co. Cloth, i2mo, with a frontispiece. $1.25 net. 
After one has followed to its end the story as it is presented by Professor 
Brooks, of Indiana University, in an excellent translation of Dante's own words, 
one feels that the Divine Comedy need no longer be a closed book for any reader. 
In narrow compass the author has given the story of the drama, with adequate 
description of the stage setting and other details that will make easy the 
path to a sincere and intimate appreciation of one of the great books of the 
world. 

One gets from the book the sense that Dante is a living force in the present 
world; that his Divine Comedy is filled with truth and wisdom in the mold 
of beauty; that it is a wonderful book, which should be much more generally 
read. 



